
 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Florence Kojima 

President 2023 

LBJCC 
 
 

Hello everyone, I’m Ole Nervik, 
Second Vice President. President Flo 
Kojima is on vacation so I get the 
opportunity to write this month’s 
message.   
 
As Second Vice President, my main 
responsibility is the Cultural 
Festival. It’s a massive job that one 
person can’t do alone. Fortunately, I 
have all of you, who put in so much 
of your time and effort to enable us 
to have what I believe is the best 
festival around.  
 
Especially after three years of the 
festival being cancelled, we needed 
and got extra help from the greatest 
group of volunteers any community 
center could ask for. I’m sorry I can’t 
list everyone individually because 
there just isn’t room in this 
newsletter, but  
still Id like to thank each and every 
one of you very much.   
 
I’d also like to talk a little about the 
Center. The Long Beach Japanese 
Cultural Center is a nonprofit 
organization for the advancement of 
Japanese culture. It’s kind of like a 
co-op, meaning that all the member 
organizations jointly manage the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Center. That is why it is important 
that all the organizations send 
representatives to the board meeting, 
so that we can run the center for the 
good of everyone.  
 
About 16 years ago, I joined the 
Board of Directors, and as 56 year 
old man, I was one of the youngest 
on the board. Now, as a 73 year old 
man, I am still one of the younger 
representatives on the board. That 
brings me to an important topic: 
diversity on the board. Every time a 
new person comes into the board, we 
grow a little better. New ideas and 
new energy rejuvenates the board. 
I’d like to invite you to come and 
visit our board meeting, see what it 
is like, and see what you could bring 
to it. Maybe sometime in the future, 
you could represent the organization 
to which you belong.  
 
We meet on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month in the conference room 
at 7:30-9:00 with the exception of 
November and December. If you 
have any questions, feel free to call 
me at (562) 533-2994. 
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Long Beach Japanese  

Cultural Center 

1766 Seabright Ave 

Long Beach, CA 90813 

www.lbjcc.org 

 

LBJCC is a 501c3 organization and 

your donations are tax deductible 

as the law allows. 

Fed Tax ID: 95-3416456 

LONG BEACH JAPANESE 

CULTURAL CENTER  
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Holiday Treats 
 

ROSEMARY WALNUTS 

 

1. Melt 2 1/2 T unsalted butter with 2 t 
dried rosemary (crumbled), 1 t salt and 

1/4-1/2 t cayenne pepper. 
 

2. Pour this mixture over 2 C walnuts, 
tossing to coat. 

 
3. Bake the nuts on a cookie sheet at 

350 deg F for 10 minutes’ 

(Courtesy of Janis) 

 



 

 

 

  
Long Beach Japanese Cultural Center 

2022-2023 Board of Directors 
 

Executive Committee 

President –Florence Kojima (310) 997-4470 
1st Vice President – Anthony Tanaka (562) 455-7470 

2nd Vice President –Ole Nervik (562) 533-2994 
Treasurer – Joanne Leivici (310) 214-6689 

Secretary –Atsuko Yomogida (562) 425-6554 
 

1766 Seabright Ave., Long Beach, CA 90813 
Website: www.lbjcc.org 

 

Member Organization Representatives 

Beikoku Shodo Kenkyukai ……………………….....Hiroko Ishiguro (562) 431-0820
    Mondays – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Grace First Presbyterian Church…………………...*Victor Fukuhara (562) 424-0211 
Services: Sundays 9:00 am & 11:00 am 

Kimekomi Doll-Yukari Kai……………………...*Atsuko Yomogida (562) 425-6554 
3rd Sat of the month, 930 am to 12 pm at the LB Buddhist Church 

Instructor: Mrs. Yukari Kanesaka 
Kokoro Taiko Kai of Long Beach……………….*.Joann Matsunaga (310) 387-8163 

Practices: Saturdays 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Long Beach Buddhist Church………………………...*Keiko Shibata (562) 630-3258 
Services: Sunday 10 am 

Long Beach Harbor Pioneer Project………………….*Joanne Leivici (310) 994-0553 
Board Meetings: 2nd Tuesday 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 

Long Beach Ikenobo Ikebana ……………...…….*Izumi Minamitani (310) 292-0179 
2nd, 3rd & 4th Saturdays: 1:30 pm (Call to confirm) 

Long Beach Japanese Language School ………………..*.Ole Nervik (562) 533-2994 
Classes: Saturday 8:45 am – 12:30 pm 

LBJLS Alumni & Friends Association…………….….*Wanda Higaki 310-538-3020 
LBJL Booster Association………………..…….....*Florence Kojima (310) 977-4470 
Long Beach Japanese Ondo Group…………...Contact June Donovan (562) 708-3633 

Practices and Performances throughout the Summer 

Long Beach Judo Dojo……………………………*.Anthony Tanaka (562) 455-7470 
Practices: T/F   7 pm – 9 pm 

Long Beach Kendo Dojo…………………………….*Yusuke Sakuma  
  Practices: M/Th   7:30 pm – 9:30 pm 

Long Beach Landscape Gardeners Association………Frank Harada (714) 821-3528 
Nichiren Sangha Association………………………..Lane Hayakawa  (951) 315-1443 

Services:1st  Sunday 11 am – 2:30 pm 

Shodo Kai Shigin ………………………………...…Michiko Honda (562) 426-6756 
Mon. 7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Long Beach Shotokan Karate…………………......Osamu  Nishimura (562) 644-1443 
Contact Person: James Watkins (562) 417-0584 

Practice:  W/7:00 pm to 8:30 pm 

Sumie Group…………………………………….…………….Ann Igarashi (714) 540-8948 
 

*Denotes voting member organization 
Off  Board Chairpeople 

 
Publicity & Web Page………………………………..….Jay Shaheen (562) 305-8982 
Newsletter & Membership…………………….…….…..Jay Shaheen  (562) 924-2202 
Building Superintendent………………………...…Osamu Nishimura (562) 644-1443 
Scholarship Committee………………………….Jeffery Inui (562)592-0581 Ext 5196 

 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Japanese School 

Holiday Pancake Breakfast 

Saturday 

Dec 16th 8:00 to 9:30 

 

Japanese School Holiday Mochi Sale 

Order by Dec 16th  

Pickup between Christmas & New 
Year’s Dec 16th, 2-4pm 

 

2023 LBJCC Shinnenkai  

Sunday , February 4th, 2024 

Noon -3pm 

Bring a salad, side dish or dessert 

to share 

 

 

The Long Beach 

Japanese Cultural Center 

Mission Statement 
The Long Beach Japanese Cultural Center has 

served as the primary facility in the Long Beach 

Harbor area in furthering an understanding 

and appreciation of the Japanese culture and 

the Japanese American experience through its 

offerings of cultural and visual arts instruction, 

as well as Japanese language classes, events 

and activities for the benefit of citizens of all 

ages, ethnicity and religious affiliations. 

 

Our Mission is: 

 To enhance the lives of the citizens of 

the Long Beach/South Bay area 

through accessible, quality instruction 

in the various Japanese cultural, 

visual, language and martial arts. 

 To serve as a cultural resource of civic 

and community events, thus adding to 

the already rich cultural diversity of 

the area. 

 To preserve and further the timeless 

cultural traditions which are our 

legacy by generations past. 

 To collect, document and establish an 

archives library of historical artifacts, 

data, visual images and an oral history 

of the Japanese American experience 

in the Long Beach and surrounding 

areas to serve as a unique educational 

resource. 
 
 



 

 

 

  



 

 

Long Beach Japanese 
Cultural Center, Inc. 

1766 Seabright Ave 
Long Beach, CA 90813 

ANNUAL 2024 
January 1 through December 31, 2024 

MEMBERSHIP FORM & DONATION FORM 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Photo: Shirley Omori)    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

  

  

 

LAW OFFICE OF JOHN S. TORII 

 

A general law practice with an emphasis in 

trusts, wills, powers of attorney, probate, 

estate and gift taxes. 

 

406 Amapola Ave, Suite 125 

Torrance, California 90501 

 

Tel (310) 320-5450 

Fax (310) 320-5140 

 

JST@JTSALAW.COM 

 

John S. Torii is certified by the Board of Legal 

Specialization of the State Bar of California 

as a specialist in Probate, Estate Planning & 

Trust Law. 

 

4 

This ad space and 2 others of the same size are 
currently available. 

 
4 issues per years for $100. Color or Black and 

White for the same price. 
 

Or 1 of this size and 1 of the size of a quarter page 
(see the ad to the right) for $180 per year – 4 

issues. 
 

For information contact Jay Shaheen at 
562.305.8982 or email at jayshaheen3@gmail.com. 

Family Membership (Senior & Non-Senior) $30.00  $_______________ 
   Individual Membership   $25.00  $_______________ 

Senior Individual Membership (65+) $20.00  $_______________ 
New Building/Construction Fund Donation   $_______________ 

Building Maintenance Fund Donation   $_______________ 
General Fund Donation     $_______________ 

Total Amount Enclosed   $_______________ 
 

Your annual membership and donations enable us to carry out various program throughout the year. 
Thank you for your continued support! 

The LBJCC is a 501c3 charitable organization and all donations are tax deductible as the law 
allows. Federal Tax ID: 95-3416426 

Check enclosed   ____ 
Paid by PayPal    ____ 
Paid in cash         ____ 

Name:   _______________________________________         ______________________________________ 
              (First)                                                                  (Last) 
 
Spouse: _______________________________________     ______________________________________ 
 (First)      (Last) 
 
Address: ______________________________________ ______________________________________ 
 (Street)      (City, State, Zip Code) 
 
Phone: _______________________________________ Email: _________________________________ 
     
      Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter by email ____ 



 

 

1. Aguinaldo, Donnie 

2. Ali, Rawh 

3. Alonso, Ricado 

4. Antonio, Donna 

5. Kobayashi, Terumi 

6. Blackwell, Rhonda 

7. Bui, Eric 

8. Canedo, Christian 

9. Carney, Grace 

10. Celis, Martha 

11. Chin, Angy 

12. Cardenas, Angelica 

13. Cotta, Andrian 

14. Crook, Aidan 

15. Dang, Kevin 

16. Edlund, Miae 

17. Farwell, Keith 

18. Hirano, Kim 

19. Murphy, Megan 

20. Fogarty-Smith, Therese 

21. Fujitani, Jared 

22. Fukahara, Tonyn& Carol 

23. Gao, Andrew 

24. Crownover, Kristy 

25. Higaki, Wanda 

26. Howard, Cameron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27. Karle, Pamela 

28. Kasai, Minako 

29. Kastner, Brian 

30. Torigoe-Lai, Tiffany 

31. Larsen, Gary 

32. Le, Jessica 

33. Lee, Brian 

34. Lim, Janine 

35. Louder, Jeff 

36. Ma, Kimberly 

37. Martinez, Joseluis 

38. Matsumoto, Cheryl 

39. Meripol, Paul 

40. Morris, Melinda 

41. Moye, Buffy & Scott 

42. Nichol, Tim 

43. Nolasco, Wendolyn & 

David 

44. Padilla, Joseph 

45. Pahang, Gabriel 

46. Panzero, Breanna 

47. Flores, Jazmin 

48. Pititt, Joseph 

49. Pontell, Ashley 

50. Provost, Marie 

51. Quackenbush, Jessica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

52. Rayas, Faustino 

53. Hora, Mae 

54. Castaloni, Monica 

55. Romero, Christine 

56. Romo, Rudy 

57. Rumion, Myles 

58. Ruth, Susan 

59. Sasikumar, Alexandra 

60. Sye, Yao 

61. Tasby, Shannon 

62. Thomas, Kelly 

63. Thormodsen, Rin 

64. Torres, Daniel 

65. Turner, Erika 

66. Valenzuela, Patricia 

67. Villareal, Damian 

68. Warford, Nathan 

69. Washington, Megumi 

70. Wells, Frank 

71. Wozniak, Nick & Ellen 

72. Zhang, Yuying 

73. Moon, Joseph 

74. Sarmiento, Danison 

75. Oshita, Rene - G 

 

  

LONG BEACH JAPANESE CULTURAL CENTER 2024 MEMBERSHIP AND DONORS LIST 
All listed have paid their membership for 2024. Donors have the following after their names: 

NB (New Building or Construction Donation), BM (Building Maintenance) and/or G (General) as of December 1, 2023 

 

 

Public Service Announcement 
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 From the 405 Fwy, take the 710 Fwy south to 

Long Beach.  Exit at Pacific Coast Hwy north 

towards Wilmington. 

  2 blocks past Santa Fe Ave. turn left 

 From the 405 Fwy, take the 710 Fwy south to 

Long Beach.  Exit at Pacific Coast Hwy north 

towards Wilmington. 

  2 blocks past Santa Fe Ave. turn left 

Membership Matters 
JOIN THE 

LONG  BEACH 

JAPANESE CULTURAL CENTER TODAY 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE STARTS NOW 

APPLICATION INCLUDED 

Long Beach Japanese 

Cultural Center 

1766 Seabright Ave. 

Long Beach, CA 90813 

www.lblcc.org 

lbjapanesecc@gmail.com 
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